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By Jared Loughnan

In a huge coup for the region,
Mulwala Water Ski Club has just been
announced as the venue for the pres-
tigious Three-Event Waterski World
Championships in March 2027.

The world-class Max Kirwan Ski Park
will also host the World Disabled Water Ski
Championships next month, reinforcing its
reputation as the largest and the world’s pre-
mier water-skiing facility.

These major events will shine an interna-
tional spotlight on Yarrawonga Mulwala and
deliver a significant economic boost to the
local community.

The club is no stranger to hosting top-tier
competitions.

Over the years, it has hosted numer-
ous national titles along with the Junior
World Championships, World Disabled
Championships, World Barefoot
Championships, and most recently, the high-
ly successful Show Ski World Championships
earlier this year.

The upcoming championships will feature
the world's best skiers representing countries
from Europe, North America and Australasia.

Mulwala Water Ski Club president Matt
Holgate said the club was founded with a mis-
sion to support water skiing and nurture junior
talent into world-class athletes.

“World championship events are the pinna-
cle of any sport, and within five years we will
have hosted all disciplines,” Mr Holgate said.

“These events attract international compet-
itors and global exposure, putting Mulwala on
the world stage.”

He credited the club’s board for its unwaver-
ing commitment to the sport.

The world ato

The Australlan Show Skl Team performmg at the IWWF World Show Ski Champlonshlps at the Max K|rwan Ski Park in March 2025

“Our board members have a deep connec-
tion to water skiing, either as active competi-
tors or through their families.

“Our focus and achievements over the past
five years are unmatched in the club’s history.

“The vision of our founding board, manage-
ment, and members to become the home of

water skiing in Australia is now a reality.”

In 2019-20, the club invested more than
$800,000 to develop the Max Kirwan Ski Park
into a “turnkey” world-class competition
venue.

The upgraded facility now provides mem-
bers with elite-standard lakes for training and

competition, earning its status as the best
water ski facility in Australia.

Further cementing its commitment to the
sport, the club signed a three-year primary
partnership agreement in 2023 with Waterski
and Wakeboard Australia (WAWA).

This agreement acknowledged the need for
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community at heart

a world-class, accessible, competition-ready
venue, complete with accommodation, event
spaces, and athlete facilities.

The club also continues to host its popular
summer Ski Shows in the lagoon, drawing tens
of thousands of spectators each year.

Beyond events, the club is committed to
developing young local talent, providing
access to boats, equipment, and coaching
through a full-time ski professional.

In January 2024, Matt O’'Dwyer was appoint-
ed manager of the Max Kirwan Ski Park, with
a focus on increasing revenue, securing spon-
sorship, and raising the facility’s national and
international profile.

This investment supports not only events
and promotion but also junior development
and the ongoing maintenance of the park.

Mr Holgate praised the efforts of ski pro-
fessional and co-ordinator Pete O'Neill, local
ski team members, and the club’s dedicated
volunteers.

“Their commitment and volunteer spirit are
vital to the success of the world-class events
we continue to host,’ he said.

Club’s $15 million community

commitment

Mulwala Water Ski Club is renowned for
prometing the sport-of water skiing, but its
commitment to support the broader commu-
nity remains just as strong.

Over the past five years, the club has rein-
vested more than $15 million back into
the community, reinforcing its mission as
a community-owned, profit-for-purpose
organisation.

“The club is proud to be owned by the com-
munity,” club president Mr Holgate said.

“Every dollar we earn is reinvested to
improve the lives of our members and the
wider region.

“In the last financial year alone, we provided
employment to 129 local residents, paying out

The club is no stranger to hosting top-tier competitions. In 1995, the World Disabled
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Championships were held at the ski park, attracting more than 100 athletes from 12

countries.

$4.15 million in wages.”

: The club contributes through grants, dona-
tions, sponsorships, and by supporting local
businesses and health initiatives.

Its ongoing commitment is reflected in
its investments and generous community
programs. : -

The club hosted 190 live and free entertain-
ment events, attracting more than 237,000 club
visits, contributing significantly to local tour-
ism and the economy.

" “We're strong supporters of events that drive
tourism,” Mr Holgate said.

“Visitor spending creates a ripple effect that
benefits all businesses in the twin towns.

“The majority of our board members are
born-and-bred locals who understand the
needs and aspirations of our community. “We
are committed to remaining a leading commu-
nity club, now and into the future”

TAKING CARE OF
COMMUNITY

2021-2025

¢ Community donations: $973,000 (average
$194,600 per year)

* Purchases from local businesses:
$8,358,703 (average $2,089,676 per year)

* Member marketing and promotions:
$2,738,703 (average $547,741 per year)

* Member discounts: $3,159,319 (average
$631,864 per year)

2024/25

¢ Community donations: $253,440

* Local business purchases: $1.32 million

* Member promotions and giveaways:
$740,847

* Member discounts: $760,716

Yarrawonga Mulwala
Community & Learning Centre

UPCOMING COURSES..

Mon 20th Oct

Provide
cardiopulmonary -
resuscitation xiranoos

Tue 28th Oct

Provide First Aid nimanon

Wed 29th Oct =

Provide
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation .o

TRAINERS WANTED

Do you hold a
TAE40110, TAE40116
or TAE40122?

We're looking for exceptional
trainers to join our team and
inspire students in a supportive,
inclusive learning environment.

For more details please email
learning@ymcic.edu.au

Visit ymcic.edu.au for more information
1 Hargrave Court, Yarrawonga VIC 3730
RTO 21765 | 03 5744 3911
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